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Why FIEC is dealing with this topic: 
 
The construction industry is undergoing a significant transformation, which includes revolutionary 
new approaches such as digitalisation and automation.  This “fourth industrial revolution”, known for 
all EU industry as “Industry 4.0”, is known in our sector as Construction 4.0. 
 
Whereas other industries have already adopted digital processes construction is still an industry 
characterised by manual processes and traditional methods. Nevertheless, construction is 
increasingly adopting digitalised tools, machineries and processes and buildings and infrastructure 
are becoming sources of data during both their construction and operational phase.  
 
FIEC is working on this important subject, because our member federations, which are witnessing 
genuine problems for construction companies (such as unfavourable conditions related to software 
suppliers), because the European Commission is encouraging the digitalisation of the industry and 
developing relevant, corresponding policy and also because the business case for change is 
compelling due to innovation, as well as market and technological developments. 
 
Digitalisation is not an objective in itself, but rather a mean to accelerate the path towards other 
targets, such as increased productivity, safer working conditions and the environmental challenges 
for achieving a carbon neutral EU economy by 2050. 

Brief description and main aims: 
 
A couple of years ago, FIEC launched a BIM Working Group to tackle the subject of Building 
Information Modelling and its impact on contractors in the EU. This group quickly evolved into a 
working group focusing on the wider aspects of digitalisation (cybersecurity, data ownership, 
relationship with software providers, health and safety, ...) under the new name of "Construction 
4.0" Working Group. 

Actions and key dates: 
 

19/02/2020 → A European Strategy for Data COM(2020)66/final is published 
24/02/2020 → FIEC Position Paper on the relationship between users and software 
companies/editors/service providers 
26/06/2020 → FIEC Webinar on “Ensuring a clear and fair relationship with software companies” 
09/06/2021 → Follow-up Webinar with software companies 
09-10/11/2022 → Former FIEC Vice-President, Joël Schöns, and FIEC President, Philip 
Crampton, participate in the Conference on Digital Construction in Prague 
04/2023 → FIEC is invited to participate in the Advisory Group of the project “Support of the 
Digitalisation of the Built Environment, Public Procurement and SMEs in Construction” 
24/10/2023 → 1st FIEC thematic Workshop on Cybersecurity. 

https://www.fiec.eu/application/files/4615/9281/3669/2020-02-24_FIEC_position_paper_on_the_relationship_between_users_and_software_companieseditorsservice_providers.pdf

